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2025 – One of The Warmest on Record 
  

This report from Ronaldsway MET. Office gives an overview of the weather conditions 
measured during 2025, looking at how temperatures, rainfall, sunshine and wind compare to 
the long term averages.  
 
The year got off to a wintry start with January slightly colder than average, and 
indeed some snow for many parts of the island, and of course the named storm 
“Eowyn” on the 24th caused significant damage and tree fall. The gusts over 
80mph were the strongest of the year. 
February brought a change to a more settled anticyclonic pattern – sometimes 
cold and windy, but dry. That drier set up lasted right through the spring, indeed 
March was the driest since 1953, April was warm and sunny, and May the 
warmest and sunniest on record. Collectively the 3 months of spring were the 
warmest and sunniest on record here at Ronaldsway, and 3rd driest. Of course, 
whilst for most that was very enjoyable, the low rainfall was presenting 
difficulties for agriculture. 
June was the start of summer, but it felt like it was already over, with the first 
half of the month being wet and sometimes unusually windy. It turned out to be 
just a blip though, and summer returned, indeed with July and August both being 
warm and dry, the 3 summer months turned out to be the warmest summer on 
record, with a 24 hour mean of 16°C, beating the previous record of 15.9°C from 
1995. This was more as a result of consistently warm temperatures, rather than 
extreme peaks, assisted by unusually high sea temperatures keeping night time 
temperatures up, and reducing the cooling from sea breezes.  
There was then a complete change of pattern for the autumn period, with 
unsettled wet and windy conditions prevailing. Temperatures though, remained 
near or above average. It wasn’t until the Christmas period that the rain finally 
eased, and temperatures returned to the more seasonal average. 
 



Ronaldsway MET. Office Annual Observations Report 
An overview from January to December 2025 

 
Page | 2                                                                                        Ronaldsway MET. Office – 2025 Report 
  Issued JAN 2026 

 
 

Temperatures 
 
 
 
  AVERAGE 24 HOUR MEAN TEMPERATURE: 

 11.27°c (↑0.87°c) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The 24 hour mean temperature across the whole year came to 11.27°C which is 
well above the 30 year 1991-2020 average of 10.41°C. That puts 2025 into 2nd 
warmest, behind 2023, based on the 24 hour mean daily temperature. Right up 
until Christmas it was looking like it would be the warmest, but a change to 
cooler conditions in the last week brought the average down into 2nd place. 
Looking at the daily maxima across the year; that came to 13.79°C, which is the 
highest on record. The spring period in particular saw consistently warm 
temperatures, and indeed was the warmest spring on record at Ronaldsway. The 
summer was also consistently warm, and it wasn’t until September that 
temperatures returned closer to average. January was the only month of the 
year that was cooler than average by any margin. The warmest day of the year 
was the 12th July with a maximum of 26.7°C, and the lowest air temperature 
recorded was -2.1°C on the morning of the 10th of January. There were just 6 
days with an air frost across the year, and 31 days with a temperature of 20°C 
or more achieved at Ronaldsway. 
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Figure 1- Daily maximum temperature 2025, compared to 1991-2020 mean. Figure 2 (below) long term average 
temperature periods, 1951-on. 
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Figure 3 - Ronaldsway average annual days with an air frost, long term average periods, and 2025.. 

 
 
Figure 2 compares 2025 with previous 30 year average periods. The average 
daily 24 hour mean temperature has steadily increased by around 1 degree 
between the 1951-1980 value of 9.45°C, to the currently used 1991-2020 value 
of 10.41°C. 
The 2025 mean of 11.27°C is almost another degree on top of that. The top 10 
warmest years on record at Ronaldsway have all occurred since 2000. 
The warming trend has caused a corresponding reduction in the number of 
days with an air frost (temperature falling below zero), as shown in figure 3. 
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Figure 4 & 5- Ronaldsway monthly mean maximum & minimum temperature 2025, compared with long term average periods. 
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Figure 6 & 7- Ronaldsway 15 year running mean maximum & minimum temperature. 
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Rainfall  
 

920.6MM (↑4%) 
 

 

Figure 8: Ronaldsway 2025 monthly rainfall, compared to 1991-2020 average. 

 
 
Total rainfall across 2025 came to 920.6mm which is just a little above the 30 
year average. There was quite a large distribution though, across the seasons. 
The spring was the 3rd driest on record, with March in particular recording only 
13mm. This was countered by an autumn which was wetter than the average; 
September and November in particular were significantly wetter. Even early 
December  saw over 100mm of rain in the first part of the month. There has on 
average been an increase in autumn rainfall in recent years, for instance, the 
average November rainfall from 1961-1990 was 93mm, and from 1991-2020 it 
had risen to 105mm. 
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Figure 9: Ronaldsway 2025 rainfall accumulation.  

 

 
Figure 10:  Ronaldsway annual rainfall 1947-2025 
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Figure 11: Percentage excess/deficit monthly rainfall. 

 

Figure 12: Average annual days with sleet/snow observed 
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Sunshine 

1762 hours 
(↑8%) 
 
 

 
Figure 13: Ronaldsway 2025 monthly sunshine hours (Campbell-Stokes), compared with 1991-2020 average. 

 
1762 hours of sunshine were burned onto the cards, which is over 100 hours 
more than the 1991-2020 average, and the 8th sunniest on record. The spring 
period was exceptional, with over 700 hours, and the sunniest spring we’ve 
recorded. Conversely, October was the dullest on record, with only 50.8 hours. 
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Figure 14: Ronaldsway 2025 Sunshine accumulation. 
 

 
Figure 15: Ronaldsway 2025 monthly solar radiation, Kw/m2. 
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Wind 

 
 
MEAN SPEED 12.3 KNOTS (=Av.) 
 
 
MAX GUST 70 KNOTS, 24th January 
 
 

 
 The mean wind speed across the year came to 12.3 knots, which is close to the 
long term average. The spring was very good, but February and December had 
stronger winds, evening out the average. The main named wind storms during 
the year were “Eowyn” on the 24th January, with gusts to 70 knots, which 
prompted a rare red warning and caused serious damage around the island, 
and storms “Amy” and “Bram” in October and December. 
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Figure 17&18- Ronaldsway Runway 26 anemometer wind frequency plot, January-December 2025 & 1991-2020. Note 

higher frequency of easterly direction in 2025. 
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Broader Context 
 

 
 
Figure 19: “Climate Stripes” graphic showing anomaly from 1971-2000 mean temperature of 9.80°C 

 
Looking more broadly, the Copernicus Climate Service reports that 2025 was 
globally the 3rd warmest on record, with a mean +1.47°C above the pre-
industrial (1850-1900) average – behind 2024 and 2023. In the UK, the Met 
Office have reported that 2025 was the warmest, and sunniest, recorded in a 
data series since 1884, and also warmest in the Central England series, which 
dates back to 1659 and is the worlds longest instrumental temperature record. 
Dr Mark McCarthy of the UK Met Office said, 
 “This very warm year is in line with expected consequences of human-induced 
climate change. Although it doesn’t mean every year will be the warmest on 
record, it is clear from our weather observations and climate models that 
human-induced global warming is impacting the UK’s climate.”   
 
These data from Ronaldsway show that changes in our climate are real and 
measurable right here on the Isle of Man. 
 
 
 



Ronaldsway MET. Office Annual Observations Report 
An overview from January to December 2025 

 
Page | 15                                                                                        Ronaldsway MET. Office – 2025 Report 
  Issued JAN 2026 

All measurements taken at Ronaldsway Met Office. Measurements began in 1947. The 
instrumentation, exposure, siting and calibration etc are independently inspected annually to ensure 
compliance with World Meteorological Organisation criteria for climate sites. Routine instrument 
checks are carried out daily. 
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